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Green and Rochford District Residents Group 

ROCHFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL ICT PROJECT 

 

Members of the Green and Rochford District Residents Group are concerned that the 
“Exempt” system is being used by political decision to conceal poor management of 
Council projects by rather than to protect genuinely private and confidential material. 

At the most recent RDC Council meeting held on 25th April 2017, a report on the status 
of the Council’s ICT Update project was presented to Councillors by Shaun Scrutton, 
RDC’s Chief Executive.  

The report was designated “Exempt” by virtue of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972. Anyone revealing the content of the report or what was 
discussed at the council meetings can face severe penalties. 

John Mason has met with Chief Executive to express his desire for greater transparency 
and proposed that where reports contain a small amount of confidential information, this 
should be included as a separate annex so that councillors can debate in public and 
residents can see as much information as possible. 

At the meeting on the 25th April, Green and Rochford District Residents Group 
Councillors argued strongly that although some commercially sensitive parts of the 
report should remain private, the bulk of the report should have been made public. 
Residents have a right to know how their council taxes are spent and what decisions 
are made in their name. Unfortunately, the Conservative majority were in favour of 
keeping the whole report secret with Tory Council Chair, Carole Weston, using her 
casting vote to exclude the press and public from the meeting. 

The irony is that information about many of the Council’s projects is available and not 
classed as exempt. The section 151 officer’s performance report shows that the ICT 
project has only achieved 2 out of the 20 milestones that should have been completed 
and that it has a status of RED. 

The Council also publishes its quarterly budget figures and it is possible to see any 
changes to particular pieces of work. 

From the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 25 April. 

"There was a discussion in relation to some increases to projected costs and project 
oversight arrangements. There was also discussion on the possibility of some input 
from an external expert." 

 



Decision on a Motion put by John Mason and Stuart Wilson: "That the ICT project be 
conducted concurrently with an independent expert review, at a cost of up to £10,000, 
to provide assurance that the new budget and schedule of estimates are realistic and 
achievable, with a report back to a Council meeting in May." 

14 May 2017 

 

Notes for Editors. 

 

The Green and Rochford District Residents Group on Rochford District Council 
comprises 9 Councillors.  It is the largest Opposition on the Council. 

 

Rochford District Residents is a local political party which was formed in 2003. John 
Mason, The Group Leader of Green and Rochford District Residents Group was first 
elected to Rochford District Council in 2000 and has remained in office for 17 years. It is 
believed that his record represents the longest that an “independent councillor” has 
been in office at the Council.  

 

Michael Hoy, Deputy Group Leader was first elected to Rochford District Council in 
2010, having also served on Hullbridge Parish Council since 2004, and was the first 
Green Party Councillor elected in the District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


